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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant simply concerned the clarification regarding claim 20, but not to the content of 
the rejection from claims 6-19. Claim 20 is similar to claim 6, as previously indicated, is also 
rejected for the reason given to claim 6. The applicant is silent on the office action on the 
rejection; therefore, the rejection now stands in all grounds without any argument or response. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Edens et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,61 1,537 Bl). 

Regarding claims 6 and 20, Edens discloses an optical ring network for use in homes, 
motor vehicle and other environments (Fig. 1, and col. 13/lines 24-40) comprises an optical data 
line configured in a ring network (as illustrated in Fig. 1/item 120 for a ring network and/or Fig. 
7 for a clearer ring topology, and col. 13/lines 40-55 with optical fiber cable is used, refer to col. 
15/lines 52-60), a playback transducer (CD/DVD player or multimedia PC of Fig. 1), at least one 
data source (satellite received at DSS tuner and FM broadcasting received at FM tuner of Fig. 1) 
connected to the optical data line, and provides compressed data onto the optical data line (col. 
13/lines 55-65 as MPEG2 stream is compressed and delivered to the logical ring network 120); 
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and at least one data sink connected to the optical data line for receiving the compressed signal 
and the data sink includes a bit stream decoder to decompress the received compressed data and 
provide it to the playback transducer (for playing) (refer to Fig. 1, and col. 14/lines 7-23 for 
MPEG decoder 151, 161 for decoding the compressed data to display on the television). 

In addition, Edens further teaches "wherein the at least one data sink includes a control 
unit that selectively adapts the decompression of the received compressed data by the bit stream 
decoder based upon the compression format of the received compressed data, where the format 
of the received compressed data may be one of a plurality of compressed formats", i.e., a 
multimedia PC 170 can be functioned as a controller in controlling devices to adapt to transmit 
and receive digital media to/and from other network devices according to formats, types, or 
protocols (col. 14/lines 8-51 & col. 15/line 60 to col. 16/line 1 1), and even different compressed 
formats, refer to col. 34/lines 1-15 for compressed MPEG1 and compressed MPEG2 and so on, 
and more details on MPEG1 and MPEG2, see col. 102/line 56 to col. 104/line 18. It is clear that 
more than one compressed format is used in addition to other formats such as serial data, TCP/IP 
packets for real-time continuous data streams. 

Edens does suggest the playback transducer or playback devices connected to the optical 
data line and the decompression step thereof to the playback transducer via the optical data line 
(col. 15/lines 51-60). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Eden's ring network with an optical data line 
connected to multimedia PC or electronics devices in order to support high speed signal 
propagation or high bandwidth to any transmission media as taught by Edens. 
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As for claims 7 and 8, Edens further discloses wherein the bit stream decoder 
decompresses video and audio data (col. 14/lines 7-23 for MPEG2 for audio/sound decoding 
with AC-3 surround sound decoder and video decoding to view and listen MPEG movies). 

As for claim 9, Edens discloses wherein the playback transducer includes at least one 
loudspeaker (speakers 153, 154, 156, 157, 158 for Fig. 1, col. 14/lines 7-23). 

As for claim 10, Edens further discloses wherein the playback transducer includes a video 
display (LCD display screen is addressed, refer to col. 14/lines 7-23 again). 

As for claim 11, Edens further teaches wherein the bit stream decoder includes an MPEG 
decoder, JPEG decoder and an AC decoder (col. 14/lines 7-23 for MEPG and AC-3 decoders and 
a JPEG decoder is also suggested to include as computer graphics images can be viewed on the 
LCD screen). 

As for claim 12, Edens further discloses wherein the at least one data source includes a 
radio tuner (Fig. 1/item 130 for a FM radio tuner). 

As for claim 13, Edens further discloses to include a second data source that includes a 
DVD player connected to the logical ring network to provide compressed data onto the optical 
data line (Fig. 1/item 180 for a DVD is connected to ring network 120). 

As for claim 14, Edens teaches this limitation as DSP 152 is configured to control the 
selectively configuration as one of decoders MPEG, JPEG and/or AC-3 accordingly (col. 
14/lines 7-40). 

Regarding claim 15, Edens' reference reads on this claim, refer to claims 6-8,and 12-13 
above, not limited to the cited paragraphs above but also to the entire disclosure of Edens' 
reference. In addition, Edens further teaches "wherein the at least one data sink includes a 
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control unit that selectively adapts the decompression of the received compressed data by the bit 
stream decoder based upon the compression format of the received compressed data, where the 
format of the received compressed data may be one of a plurality of compressed formats", i.e., a 
multimedia PC 170 can be functioned as a controller in controlling devices to adapt to transmit 
and receive digital media to/and from other network devices according to formats, types, or 
protocols (col. 14/lines 8-51 & col. 15/line 60 to col. 16/line 11), and even different compressed 
formats, refer to col. 34/lines 1-15 for compressed MPEG1 and compressed MPEG2 and so on, 
and more details on MPEG1 and MPEG2, see col. 102/line 56 to col. 104/line 18. It is clear that 
more than one compressed format is used in addition to other formats such as serial data, TCP/IP 
packets for real-time continuous data streams. 

As for claims 16-19, Edens discloses these features, refer to claims 1 1-14 as disclosed 

above. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a), A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply 
is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is 
not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to PTO New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand deliveries must be made to Customer Service Window, 
Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-7291. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 6:30 PM. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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